
[image: image2.png]Patient with acute abdominal pain, distention, nausea, vomiting and constipation
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PLAIN ABDOMINAL RADIOGRAPHY

N

Complete or
high grade partial SBO

Normal, equivocal,
low-grade partial SBO

N

N

Surgical Cross sectional - Small-bowel follow-through or
management imaging - Enteroclysis/CT enteroclysis
- Sonography* Management
- MDCT: start at the end! - Conservative
1. Confirm the diagnosis - Surgical

2. Characterize the severity of the obstruction
3. Identify the transition point

4. Identify the cause of the obstruction

5. Look for complications

*Useful primarily when CT is unavailable
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