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Ministerial
insight

The seventies were marked by a
comtinuous  and  unnecessary
struggle between the medical
profession and one Hemuners
tion Commission after the other,

In spite of widespread optimism
that the beginning of the new
decade would usher in & golden
era for the entire country, for

dosctors, the eighities began to the |
sound of distant thunder, and it |
| Die jare tagtig het ten spyie van

seemed as If the current
parllarmentary  session  would
constitute the final, devestating
ST

However, it has now fortunately
become known that the Minlster
of Health has abandomned the idea
of implementing legislation that
would have destroyed our
profession, stripping us totally of
amy semblance of autonanmy.

We all owe the Minister a great
debt of gratitude for his latest
staterment. We accept that he
toak the final decision himsel,
But it is bevond doubt that it tock
a great deal of persuasion to
miake him reconsider his attitude,

The Medical Association of South
Alrica, acting as mouthpiece far
the profession, won the day with
well-considered  arguments
that is unguestionabde.

We wish to render our congratu-
laticons together with our heartfelt
thanks to the Executive Cormmit-
tee af the Federal Courcl as well
as the Secretariat for the gigantic
task that they have accomplished

The Medical Association has
again proved itself as a body of
the highest integrity. The most
valuabde lesson that we have
leamed through the unnecessary
debacte aof the past months, is the
imponance of keeping a ool
head in negotistions such as
these, never deserting our basic
dernccratic principles.

Ta conclhede, the lessons keamed
through this confrontation should
not be buried in the archives ard
forgotten, The mast appanent anxd
vital lesson s that a pure lack of
communication could lead to a
misunderstanding that was
almaost  catastrophic  w©  the
rmedical profession. We must

miake an eamest atternpt to put
this matter right in the immediate
future.

Willie Pietersen

Ministeriele

insig

Die jare sewentig was gekenmierk
deur ‘'n voordurende stryd en
nodelose worstefing wat deur die
mediese professie gevoer is met
die een na die ander Vergoedings-
kommissie.

vooruitsigte  wan  'n gous”
tydperk vir die [and, vir die medic
weereens begin met die gerame
mel van donderaser en dit het |
gelyk of die huidige padement:
siting die |aaste werwoestende
haelbui sou wees,

Dit is egter nou gelukkig bekend
dat die Minister van Gesondheid
afgesien het wvan sy beoogde
vemietigende wetgewing wat ons
finaal sou stroop van  ons
outonomie. Oor  die  jongste
verklaring van die Minister is ons
almal aan hom baie dank
vershuldig.

Ons  sanvear dat die finale
beslissing deur die Minister self
geneem is, maar dat dit sekerdik
ooruigingswerk gekos het om
hom — die Minister — van
sienswyse te laal verander, is nie
te betanfiel nie.

Hier kan dit nie ander wees as die
Mediese Verenbging van Suid-
Affika as mondstuk van  die
professle, wat met weldeurdagte
argumente die deurslaggewende
faktor was in die besluitverander
ing nbe.

Ores heethartige gelubsensing te
same el ons dank gaan aan die
Uitvoerende Komitee wan die
Federale Read asook aan die
Arnptenary vir die reuse taak wat
VEFTIG i5.

Hieruit vioei ook die feit dat die
Mediese FRaad hom  sigself
weereens as n liggaam van
hoogstaande  imtegriteit  bewys
het Die belangrikste les wat wit
die onnodige debakel wvan die |
afgelope maande te beer is, is dat |
die goeie strategie is om in sulke |
onderhandelinge “koelkop™ te bly |
en vas te staan by elementere |
demokratiese beginsels, l

‘n Laaste gedagie is dat die lesse |
wat uit hierdie konfrontasie gebeer
is, nie in die angiewe van dee
vergetelheid weggebere sal
ward nie. Die vermnmaamste en
meses ooglopende les is dat 'n
gebrek aan kommunikasie gelei
het tot 'n misverstand wat amper
katastrofies was vir die mediese
professie. Hierdie saak moet in
die onmiddellibe toskoms met
groat ems regoestel word,

Willie Pietersen
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An Academy
for the primary

physicians

General practitioners, those
doctors responsible for frontline
medical care of unselected
patients, have for many years felt
the need for a communal
mieeting-place.

The people who belong to this
category of the medical hierarchy
include doctors who work in day
hospitals, district surgecns,
school doctors, mission hospital
doctors, doctors in all kinds of
clinics as well as those general
practitioners  who practse in
cities amd the rural areas. They
heve all felt the mneed to
cornmunicate with one anather.
Existing official bodies have, of
course, partly satisfied this need.
A primary physiclan can, natural-
Iy, be an active member of the
Mational General Practitioners’
Group of the Medical Assoclation
af South Africa, a body that has
done much for doctors in
general, and general practitioners
in particular.

We hope to see s arm
strengthened by even greater
support in the future, But from
tirme to tirne, it becomes apparent
that a group of gereral practition-
ers who enjoyed more autonomy
rekght handle certain situations in
a different way.

The Faculty of General Practice of
the College of Medicine of South
Africa is a body which has already
managed to establish a Member-
ship Examination for general
practitioners which may be
registered by the Sowuth African
Medical and Dental Council &= an
additional qualification. However,
entrance to the College is only
possible on passing an examina:
tion, and this examination does
ot guarantes full voling rights
within the college.

These and other considerations
led to the meeting of representa-
tive doctors from all over the
country, who met 1o discuss the
need for a new group, Here the

idea of an Acadermy for General |

Practice/Primary Care was bom,
This Acadermy would atternpt to
provide for the needs of amy
primary physician in terms of
sendce to his patients, and
appropriale  comtinuing  educe-
tion, regardless of the type of
prectice he is involved in,

There can be no doubt that the
motivation to bring about this
acaderny will have to be powerful,
I will require considerable effart
merely to convince the existing
bodies that they have not fallen
short, amd that there is no
intention to compete with them.

A new movement s always
threatening to someone. How-

aver, an Academny such as this
could mean a great deal for all the
patients of our country, If the
enthusiasm for rendering excel-
lent care to all of cur people
remaans as high as it was at that
historic meeting of dedicated
dactars last manth in Johannes-
bBurg.

George Davie

'n Akademie vir
die primere arts

Vir jare al wvoel algemene
praktisyms, daardie dokters wat
verantwoordelik is vir die esrste
linke lewering wan mediese
dienste aan die ongeselekteerde
pasient, dat daar nke 'n gemeen-
skaplike vergadarplek vir hulle is

| mie,

Dhokters wat in daghospitale werk,
distriksgenseshere, shooldoktbers,
sendingdokters,  kliniekdokters
van enige aard asook stedelike en
plattelandse huisartse is almal
behorende tot hierdie spesiale
groep binme in die mediese
hierargie, en woel dikwels die
behoefte om onderling te
kommunikeer.

Daar is natwurlik gevestigde
organisasies wal hierdie behoefte
deels bevredig. So kan 'n primére
ans 'n aktiewe lid wees van die
Algemens Praktisynsgroep van
die SuldAfrkaanse Mediese
Vereniging,

Hierdie liggarme het deur die jare
bale vermag vir dokters in die
algemneen en vir die hulsaris veral
en ons bewes| aanm dat  die
vereniging In die toekoms nog
deur groter getalle ondersteurn
word om sy amm te versterk,

Elke nou em dan was dit egter
duidelik dat 'n groep huisarise
wat mesr cutonomie geniet het
sehere situasies dalk anders sou
hantesr het

Die Fakulteit van Algermene
Fraktyk van die Hollege van
Geneeskunde van Suid-Afrka s
eweneens 'n liggaam wat dit
reeds reggekry het om n
medelidmaatskapseksamen  vir

huisartse daar te stel wat by die
Suid-Afrikaanse Mediese en
Tandheelkundige FRaad regis-
reerbasar is as ‘n bykomstige
kwalifikasie,

Maar hier ongelukkig is nou die
nades]l dat toegang tot die
Kollege tans skegs dmwv. 'n
eksamen geskied en ook dat
slaging vam hierdie eksarmen nie
volle stemreg binme die Kollege |
verkeen nie.

Al hierdie dinge en nog meer het
bygedra tot die vergadering van
verteenwoordigende dokters
vancor die land wal bymekaar
gekom het om die behoefte aan
'm nuwe groep e bespreek, Hier is
die begrip van 'n Akademie wir
Huisartskunde,/Primere sarg
gebane,

Hierdie Akademie sou probeer
voorsien aan die behoefies van 'n
primire arts, waar ook al hy ham
bevind, ten opsigte van diensle-
wermg &8n die pasient en
toepaslike voortgesette opleiding.
Dimar word nie betwyfel det die
dryfloag vir so 'n ondememing
sterk sal moet wees nie, O shegs
die reeds bestaande liggame te
oortuig dat hulle nie te ko
geskied het nie, of dat daar nie
reou met hulle mesgeding gaan
word nie, sal heelwat energie
opgebruik.

n Muwe beweging is maar altyd
vir lemand 'n bedreiging, 5o 'n
Akademnbe mag egter op die lang
duur baie beteken vir die pasiEnte
van ans land indien die entoesias-
me am 'n goele mediese diens
aan ons hele valk te lewer so hoog
bly socs tydens die geskiedlkun-
dige vergadering van toegewyde
detters verede maand in Johan-
nesburg,

George Davie






