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I Together wirh tt'r" C,"n*rut Praaitionei Group of M,A,SA.

tneaCaE#yolT itv,,Factie"p €#e*5holdinefte
4th biennial GP Congress. These congresseihave done much
for us as a group.
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It has been a meetingplace where we coulA iisten io pipe.s
nresented bv on" *Jti,.r. rather than bv e"en* tro* oii,"i: . . ,  ; , . " ,  ,  , ,  .  '  :  , ; .fields. 'l 'his has done much towards re-establishing self-
iespeCtinagroupdeniedrr,teanin#atCodstilt st Aeat
schools in South Africa. The consresses have been a iocal
point for the academic grorth of our discipline. We wish the
organisers and participantsof this Durban Congress similar.
andevengreatersuccess! 
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In this issue. we pay tribute to Wolfgang Bodenstein who
stood for two things that the Acadimy'and this Congess also
*i*hto fo.t*.. fn"V *" tne aeuetop-ent of primary care in
allits fonns-to its rut potential: and respect and good Com-
mryicatjon between ggople Jhe"latter.principle 1{1 comp
under dlSCUsSron when we l00l{ at the general practl-
tioner/specialist relationship. also discussedby van den Berg
in this issue. Any relationship depends on both sides, having
nrsuvielf-iew;i&"i"s.diotiiute witL o"eseib ana men

Vivthi. i.iutt #o* 
"*CIrcsion..
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selbunNni or rarr,rni pnacirce ruNE iesa

"Pte the d€Vtllip.ts Co ission is looking at the future
, r.needs fot fnedi@ e$U#on fg South Africa. If prirqgy care
I ;js'rp -f.ind;lts "r.islt€fr;llp]ace wiffin geographical and financial

reach of everv nerson in the coun tnr . we will have to Contrbute
to'ttre'aisiuisibn, not onty oi thL siid commission. bui also to
ttrlt of ttre Meaila Assoiiation and the Browne Corunission.
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Without an explicit national policy regarding Primary HealLh

, , ,. Care.,witll a.co,ncor,nftaht comrnitment and appropriate
response from our meaicat schools, there can be no health care'of 

adequatequaity foratt inSouthernAJrica. Both the struc-
ture o-f theserviceand thetrainingof doctors and allhealth care

, " 
l,lvo*ers grill have to 4ffi and evolve at a rapid rate if we are

, , ;Soing,g,6,*p;pe,witn tk$alth care nee_ds of 
"todqy, 
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: : u  t  I  t i  t i  I  : :  : : : :  :  :  l' ' Une ol tJle $eaLest blocl{S to progress ls often iound m our pfo-
fessionalism. Its natural'conservatism and protectionism is
perhaps at itsheieht in such nowerfuLbodies ai Facultv Boards
of tt'leOlcat Schools and thi SA Medical Council. Mav thev

;;H+ilffides.i#' -toreiponap*itiuel$ti3ffi**"sdt[.
i:iof:prelSefl f CCIrnrnissions'of enqugyh$.foes$;Wehopethey
:;'itill;a1l.Com.e;wjthinnovative.and_?adiia]remedies,wheie

; .' he,eesS4ry;tor,g bsgtJ.t jgr$.alqrggelin:.o e,g$! gqryservice
;i,e !"te=ifl =iqg;,leigFred a.ill*f;p*ffi F#car.e/general;
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