
EDITORIAL

The Declaration

Along u.ith lirst month's SA FAMILY
PILA.CTICE, tltcrc \\ 'rrs rln insert, it
"Dcclaratiorr about thc Ikrlc of thc
Doctor iu Prinrrrn'Hcllth (l lrc". It is
ir.nport;urt thrt rcacicrs u nclcrstrrncl
u'l-re re it is cor.nir.rg fronr.

For some yerrs no\\ 't l-rc Ministcrs
ancl Dircctors Gcne rirl of thc Dcpirrt-
ment of Natior-ral Hcirlth ancl Po;lu-
lation Developmcnt lr:rvc s1'rokcr.r
about thc ir.nportrrncc of gcne rrrl 1'rrac-
ticc ancl priurln' l'rcaltl'r crrrc. Until
the ltrst fbu'r.r.ronths of 1989, hou'cvcr,
s'e havc rr'itr-rcsscci mrrstc rfir I i nlctivin'
:rssocirrtctl uith l l l  thcir prortourtcc-
ments. Rccentlv therc has bccn r'r
scrious eflbrt to get things going irncl
accor.rlpanr.ing it, an opcnncss to
cli scuss r.1"1ilttci:s tl.rat i s unp receclcntecl.
In this process tl.rc 1)c;lartr.ncr.rt of
Hetrltl-r hirs releirsccl ir t'locumcrtt
spelling oLlt thcir trnclcrstrrnciing of
priman'health carc. To mv lit 'r<>u'-
leclge tl-rev still havc not ri1-r1-r<>intecl rr
purposefirI ancl repre scr.ttrrtivc rrclvi-
sor1. subcor.r.u.rrittcc in this flclc'I.

A u.orksho;l u'as arrrttrgcci on thc ini-
ti:rtivc of tl.rc Acrrclcr.uv rrnci thc
National Gcncr:rl Prrrctit ioucrs'
Group to resl-roncl to this clocurtrcrtt.
The DH,CLARATION is thc rcsult of
tl'ris u'ork. Wc ho1'rc to publisl'r a
booklet soon r,vith l firll rcport of thc
procee clings.

Our intention u.itl-r thc Dcclrrrrrtion is
to participilte in this clebatc thrrt thc
Depirrtment has opcr.rcc.l. Wc support
thcir er-t-rphasis on prinun. hcllth
care, bnt are ven' unhappv n'ith thc
clocnr.t.rcr.tts procincccl br, thc
l)cprlrtr.rrcnt to Llltc. In csscr.rcc thc
n'hole of priman'hcalth care is sccr-t
prirn:rrilr. as ir nursir-tg :1ctivin. illrci
there is room for phrrrr.nacists rrncl
evell' othe r lbrm of health u'orkcr.
Doctors, hou'ever, rrrc mcrclt'
nlcntioncd irs rrn lt icrtltorrLrl it .trt. l

thcn their role is dcfined in te rms of
tl're rolc thi:rt rlurses pla\'.

Wc, as generirl practitioners, fhmilv
prrctitioners, priman' heirlth ctrre
cloctors or gcncralists arc largclt ' to
bhme lbr this. With some notablc
exceptiorls $'e have not been there
u'hcrc the sreate st neecl is. \Ve have
minclecl orlr o\\'n br-rsiness irncl to r
lirrqe extent rlot participatec'l in
firnvirrcl plar-rnir-rg. We have not
irclcqnirtclv shou'n orlr concern fbr tl're
primln'herrlth care needs of thc poor
rncl thc mtrrginalised ;leople of South
Afl'icrr.

With the L)rcserlt corlstitntional
.lcbrrtc thcrc is rr ct-rncommitant
clebatc trbont a hcalth care svstem fbr
thc t i r t r r rc .  I t  is  r i t . r l lv  i r r r1,o i1x111 r r .
irll trrkc part in this. There are
:lpproxinlatelr' I 0 000 generirlist
cloctors in the countn.. We har-c ;r
contribution to make. The svstem ctrn
hc'ru.cvcr bc strnctnred in such a n.ar.
thirt \\ 'c .rrc iguorcd lud nrrt .r l ' t le to-
plirr, ir . iun't-cant rolc. Whcther this
haprpens or notr u,ill clcpcncl on us.
Wc neecl to give time to this clebate.
Wc also scrionslv h:rr,c to aclclre ss the
issucs at stake : thc establishn-rcnt of
r'ur rrflbrc'lable , ecluitable , humirne anci
rrccessablc svstem for trll in or-rr
cotllttlT.
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