
EDITORIAL

Deregulation and the Medical Profession

Proporrants of  thc f icc crr tcrpr ise
s\rstem har,c'deregtrlation' as an
irnportant uord in thcir vocabulan'.
When I look :rlound I scc it
happcning on all siclcs of the polit icrl
divicles that u'c lul'e .

Wl-rilt maclc ne think of this r.r'as
talking to someonc about the
rcgistration of returning cxile
doctors. Manv of thcnr \\rere traincd
in Eastcrn Europcan countries, at the
timc, nnfriendl,v to South Africa.
The re are tno issues irt stake here tl.rat
havc a bcaring on tl'rc regulations that
govern registration. Tl-re standard of
training and the fricndliness of thc
coLrntry.

Let's look at t\\ro c<'runtries ll-hcre
standards arc not qucstioncd:
Belgiul and Holland. The
acceptancc of grirduatcs fiom tl-resc
nvo diff-cr. We har,'c rcciprocin'lr'ith
Bclg ium (rnuturr l  rccogr i i t ion of
registration) anc-l not u,ith Holland.
Friendliness seems to be a fhctor l-rcre .
On the other l-rand people mav have
trained at unir.ersities that our
Meclical rrnd Dental Council has
ncvcr heard of. For this u.e har.c a set
of rr.rles to protect thc public and/or
thc prot'cssion l l ' t lm lou'cring orrr
standards.

Thcre is anothcr major reason for
rcgulating thc meclic:rl profession.
Thrt is protcctiorr lgairrst competit ir ln.
Thc biggest proponilllts of lrcc
cntcrnrise. the USA i,urd Canacla fbr
ir.rst,rnce, have vcn' strictlv applicc'l
regulations to protcct their ou'n
graduates from bcing floodcd out of
the market place bv emigrating Sor.rth
African doctors, or unemployed
doctors lrom the vast doctor factories
in Austria, Italv and India fbr
instance, with a largc oversuppll'of
sraduates u.hcre therc is little
iegr.rlatiorr oft cntrirrrcc to trJi ni ng.

At the rnoment Narnibia seerlrs to
have no rcgulation of the medical
proftssion. That is. no mcclical
clouncil and liru's rcgulating tl-rc
profcssion. It is all up to the choicc
of the pr.rblic, personal cthics irucl
peer prcssurc. Health is usualht not
the I'righcst priorin'r,ith socicn' irr.rc.l
governmcnts, so I arn sure that the
lcgislators u,ill get mcdicine t>nto
their program in Namibia in thc nearr
lhturc.

Israel  u as in  r r  s in i lar  s i t r r r t iou t ( )  ( ) r l r
prcscl)t onc, exccpt on a higglcr scale.
Tho.received large numbers of
doctors into thc colrntn'as
immisrants that rvould ner-er lrrrve
bccn liven rcgistration in South
Afiica fbr instance . I havc no iclea
hou' manv cloctors thcrc u'ill bc
amongst the exiles rcturning t()
South Afiica in thc next fen'r.r.ronths,
perhaps less than a hundrccl. Neither
do lve knou,rvhethcr the SAMDC is
tt'l give them unrcstricted rcgistration
as the case rvas in Israel. Thcrc arc
dcfinitelv sor.nc disadvantages fbr thc
doctors that u,ere acccpted into
Isracl. The majorin.of those qualif ied
in Eastern Europe ha".e bccn pusheci
into the less prcfbrred jobs and irre
lookcd dol'n uoorr br, manl, l locai
gradurte or Wcstcrn 

"quali 
f icd rloct( )r.

Tl-ris mav havc little to do u'ith
rclaxation of rcgulations on the one
hand and bc governed more b1'lcar
o l -  los ing \ ( )ur  o\ \ 'u  l i r  i r rg ancl  just
plain prejLrclicc. Let's hope thcre rvill
bc l ' r r  c lcor t tc  horr rc  lc t t r r r r i r rg
tkrctors 'u ' i t l r in  thc 1arn ih . , f  l ioctors.
as u.cll as the rcgr.rlrrtions, u'ithout
cornpromisc to the patients \\'c sen'e.
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